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If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither
external nor internal controls on government would be necessary.
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Impotence of response: Comments on the defects of P. Selznick

and P. Nonet’s theory of responsive law
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Abstract: The theory of Responsive law of P. Nonet and P. Selznick, who are American jurist, were created
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to solve the intense relationship between the integrality and openness and to achieve the perfect coexistence of
procedural justice and substantive justice of law. Though this theory has certain reference value, it is not mature
and has some fatal defects. For example, objective as the core concept of the theory is difficult to get
generalization and reification, the authors have no enough confidence with their theory, the intense relationship
between the integrality and the openness of law is difficult to overcome, there is obvious confusion of frame of
reference in the authors' study method, and so on.



