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Historically interpretation of Rule of Law and its revelation to Asia: History’s
illusion and transcendency

FENG Yu-jun

Abstract: For the contemporary dilemma of Rule of Law construction of Asia, the theoretical foci Asian
studies legal philosophy is to re-understand the history-in-itself of the modern Rule of Law. That history begins
with hard work of such historically philosopher as Vico, Hegel, Spingler and such jurisprudence scholars as
Montesquieu, Henry Maine, Friedrech Karl Savigny and so on, and penetrates into the concepts, principles and
systems of the modern rule-of-law theories. Its essence lies in historical idea and academic paradigm based on
western-centrism. Full of misunderstandings and hostilities to Chinese civilization, it is also a hegemonic
historical discourse. The criticism and transcendency of the illusion of “history idea” and “world picture” is
helpful to the realization of the co-existent and co-prosperous prospective of the pluralized global legal
civilization systems.
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